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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

The New Year has seen the traditional slowing of our Club’s trading as members take        

annual holidays. Les Marston, our Caterer, also had a much needed holiday in Australia for 

a week. The chiller room received the final touches and the contractors completed the        

security fence, complete with an electric sliding entrance gate, at the front of the old house 

site on Rewi Street. The Rewi Street site now really looks great and is a credit to the      

hardworking team of members who all contributed.  

Eight new taller chairs have been supplied for the front Deck allowing more seating, with 

many of the chairs already sponsored. The cooler evenings will increase the Deck’s use and 

patronage. 

Membership numbers continue to climb with February’s Executive Committee meeting      

confirming over 40 new members to the Club of which many are service and returned        

personnel. The positive environment within our Club continues to attract people to join,     

support and become involved.   

The Pool Tables are being completely refurbished, this will improve our 8 Ball Club’s ability 

to play more Inter-Club Challenges as well as being a great asset for all our members. 

Les Marston is proposing to increase the hours and days he caters for our Club and       

members. Les is proposing a new menu and more staff. The Executive Committee hopes 

members will support the extended operation.  

Bill Lyford and Valda Davison continue to support and operate the office and bar in a very  

professional manner, both often well beyond what their duties require. The Bar Staff team 

continue to keep our patrons and members supplied and happy, thanks team!! Jim Perkins 

deserves a special thank you mention for all the little extra jobs he always seems to cleanup 

and quietly complete. Thanks also to Jo and Rob for collecting and returning all our patrons 

to and from their homes. 

I would like to point out to members who bring younger children to the Club that they 

MUST keep them under control and away from the Bar and Gaming areas at all times.     

The Licensed areas are controlled by enforceable legislation and as members we all must     

comply. The Pool Tables are also out of bounds to anyone under the age of 13 years.  

I wish you all good fortune and hope to see you in the Club soon enjoying yourselves. 

 

Lou Brown  



LAST POST 

 

 

We record with regret, and with our sympathy to their families, the names of our Returned 

and service members who have died since we last recorded them. 

 485133 Malcolm WEBBER            Service Member     CMT 

 459968 Frank LOOMB  Service Member  

 594412 Don WITHERS  Service Member 

 515909 Rob CAVE   Service Member 

EDITORIAL 

 

Welcome to all our new members who have joined us in the last few months. 

The warm summer weather is ideal for members to use the Deck. Stainless steel plates, 

with the names engraved of people who kindly donated money towards the purchase    

of the Deck furniture, have now been attached to the furniture.  

Please remember that your subscriptions will be due on 1st April and must be paid by 

30th April. 

Invoices will not be sent to you. Please come to the Bar and pay your Subscription to  

Valda. This year we will receive green membership cards. 

 

Els Brown  



COMING ENTERTAINMENT  

Friday 6th March, 7.00pm     “JACK & KATHIE” 

  

Friday 20th March, 7.00pm               “SUPERSTARS SHOW” 

  

Saturday 28th March               BEARD CUTTING FUND RAISER  

        “JOHNNY NELSON” 

  

Friday 3th April, 7.00pm     “REWIND BAND 

  

Friday 17  APRIL, 7.00pm               “ELVIS SHOW”  

                   Kerryn Winn direct from  

New Zealand 

Saturday 25th April, 2.30pm   “DONE DEAL” 

  

Friday 8th May, 7pm    “GARRY SPAINS” 

                                      Professional Live Entertainment    

                             Very Good 

Friday 29th May, 7pm    “BLAZE THE BAND” 

  

Friday 12th June, 7pm                         “TIMELESS MUSIC” Kerryn Winn 

  

Friday 26th June 7pm      “REWIND BAND” 

  

 
Club open daily: Mon to Sat 11am and Sunday: 1pm                                             
Raffles: Wed & Fri,  
Membership draw: Mon, Wed, Fri                                                   
Bomber Command Restaurant                                        
Les Marston Catering.                                                 
Lunch: Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri 12noon to 2pm.                                                
Dinner:  Wed to Mon from 5pm.                                                
Restaurant Closed: Tuesdays 



PEOPLE HELPING PEOPLE, WELFARE SUPPORT SERVICES  

 

Enduring Power of Attorney (EPA) 

 

“Please be aware that the following information is only an over view and professional     
advice is always advised” 

       

Every adult, regardless of age, should consider creating an Enduring Power of Attorney 
(EPA). Life is unpredictable, and an EPA can provide you with peace of mind that your 
wishes will be followed, even if your ability to make your own decisions is affected by   
sickness or injury. 

An EPA is a legal document that will allow you to select the people who will be                  
responsible for making important decisions, if you are not able to. The two types of EPA 
are Property and Personal Care and Welfare. 

A Property EPA covers decisions about money and assets and can be put into effect at any 
time. More than one attorney can be chosen to act for you for this EPA. 

Personal Care and Welfare EPA’s cover decisions about your health, accommodation and 
care. It comes into effect only if a medical professional or Family Court decides a person is 
‘mentally incapable’. Only one attorney can be selected for this EPA. 

You will need to choose the person to be your attorney wisely as they will be responsible 
for things like your money, health, assets and even your pets. 

It could be a friend, family member, a work colleague or even a trustee corporation like 
the Public Trust. Ultimately, it needs to be who you trust most to make sure your wishes 
and  feelings are respected. 

Before you see your legal advisor, think about: 

Who you want your attorney/s to be and what you do and don’t want them to do on your 
behalf. 

1. How your attorney/s might be supported – could you name other people, such as     
family/  whānau, friends, an accountant or solicitor, to be consulted or provide your   at-
torney with  advice? 

2. Making a list of the main things you own, any money owed to you, and any debts. 

3. Who else could you give a copy of the EPA to – your doctor, your bank, family           
members? 

 



4. When you want your property EPA to come into effect – a date, a period in time, or 
when you are determined ‘mentally incapable’. 

5. How your attorney/s might be monitored, such as by appointing a second person to      
oversee your financial records, get copies of bank statements, or be informed of certain      
decisions. Remember, you can also appoint a second attorney for your property EPA, 
which may help with monitoring. 

6. Whether you want to appoint other people to step in as attorneys if something happens 
to your first choice. 

         Last Will and Testament 

 

“Please be aware that the following information is only an over view and professional 
advice is always advised” 

      

A Last Will and Testament is a document describing your final wishes, including how you 
would like your estate allocated after you pass away. A Will is an important estate planning 
document for you and your family. It has several functions: to distribute your assets,    
nominate an executor, and plan for minor children. Although it is a critical document, writ-
ing your own Will does not have to any more difficult or complicated than you want it to 
be, especially if your estate is relatively small.  

 
 Appoint an executor/personal representative to carry out your estate plans 

    Control how your estate will be distributed 

    You can go to a lawyer and give instructions to write your Last Will or 

Write your own 

    You need 2 witnesses if you write your own, you can buy them at a book shop for a few 

dollars or are free on line. 

    Update your Last Will as your living conditions alter. 

    Identify your assets. The primary purpose of a Will is to transfer assets. Without a Will,   
those assets will pass according to state law to your heirs (typically spouse and/or            
children). You should create a list of both specific assets (things) and liquid assets (money). 

 

about:blank


VIP Services 

(Veterans' Independence Programme) 

 

What is VIP Services and who can apply to Veteran Affairs to get these Services. 

 Access to: 

1.  2 hours gardening per month 

2.  Lawns  mowed every 2 weeks 

3. Personal alarm  

4. Home help 2 hours per week 

5. Cleaning gutters yearly, outside windows quarterly, house wash yearly. 

6. Polarity  

Veteran Affairs have Needs Assessments help them to understand what support, services      
or entitlements are right for you. 

By doing a Needs Assessment you will help Veterans Affairs to understand: 

  what is important to you 

  your medical treatment and health care needs 

  your rehabilitation needs, such as: 

  management assistance to manage treatment and medical goals 

  social assistance to overcome any barriers to rehabilitation, or to being part of your         
community 

  Vocational assistance to return to work. 

  your ability to safely manage daily independent living 

  your situation and whether you have any support already in place 

  the requirement for impairment and income compensation. 

What a Needs Assessment involves 

 Your Needs Assessment will be done by your Case Manager. It will take around 15 to 30 min-
utes. 

  Your Case Manager will prepare for the assessment by reviewing your files and medical      
reports. 

  Your Case Manager will contact you by phone.  

 



They will: 

  explain the Needs Assessment process 

  explain your rights and responsibilities 

  ask if you are free to do the Needs Assessment now. 

  Your Case Manager will complete the assessment. If you have asked for it to be done   
later, they will call you back at the agreed time. In some cases, they may also need           
additional information from a health professional. 

  After the assessment, your Case Manager will work with you to figure out what will best 
meet your needs. 

 

Qualifying Routine Service 

  You will have Qualifying Routine Service if you served in the NZ Armed Forces before 1 
April 1974. 

  Qualifying Routine Service recognises that before 1 April 1974 service members were 
not covered for work-related injuries or illnesses. Because of this, we provide support to all 
those that served in the NZ Armed Forces during this time. 

  Qualifying Routine Service stopped on 1 April 1974 with the introduction of ACC. Since 
that date, ACC provides support for all New Zealanders who suffer work-related injuries or 
illnesses. This coverage extends to members of the NZ Defence Force or NZ Armed Forces. 

 

Qualifying Operational Service 

  You will have Qualifying Operational Service if you have deployed on one or more       
specific operations. 

  An operation is determined "eligible" based on its assessed threat level. 

  what you are entitled to will depend on when you served, and 

  you will still need to meet the individual requirements for each service or entitlement. 

Please contact Irene if you unsure of your entitlements or need to ask a question.             
I can help fill out any forms that is required from Veteran Affairs. 

 

Irene Wardlaw  

RSA 07-8713707 press 5 or 027-4444 374 

 



                                            WOMEN'S SECTION 

 
We have had a very sad start to our New Year with Mary Gadsby 3 times past president 
and secretary passing away on the 1st January 2020. Mary was President twice for           
Te Awamutu Women's Section and once for Waikato, Bay of Plenty, King Country,               
Coromandel District.  She was a valuable member for many years. 
 
We are looking forward to a new and busy year. Our first Committee meeting was in     
January and first Monthly Meeting on the 12th of February, we will be welcoming two 
new members and another returning after a few years away. 
 
We have had another update regarding our sponsor dog Katie who is doing very well out 
in the community with her training. 
 
Three of our ladies attended Birkenhead RSA on Purple Poppy Day 24th February 2020. A 
very worthwhile and emotional day. This was attended by NZ Air Force, NZ Navy, NZ Police 
with their service dogs. 
 
That is us from us for the time being, we would like to wish everyone a happy, busy and    
successful new year. 

Two photos of our successful December Christmas Party. 
 
Judith Steel 
President. 
 



                                              MAHJONG GROUP 

 

The early 2020 start saw members keen to get into the routine of our popular club             

days/evenings. Because our membership is increasing rapidly, more Mahjong sets and 

boards have been purchased. The beginners’ course began on February 20th and lessons  

are each Thursday for 6 weeks. Our grateful thanks go to the two tutors who give their    

time   voluntarily for these courses. 

 Otorohanga Mahjong has invited us to a friendly tournament on the 4th April so our      

members have been practising hard using the game sheets. 

 It is pleasing to note that our members are enjoying the relaxed social time after Friday    

afternoon games have finished. We encourage this as it enables us to get to know each   

other on a different level.   

 

Pamela Howells 

THE RACING TEAM 
 
 
It has been quiet over Xmas and New Year (too many things happening). On March 19th 
there is a trip organized to go to the Trots and Greyhounds, last time we did this trip it was 
thoroughly enjoyed by those that went. 
 
Cheers, The Racing Team 
 



                                                      FISHING SECTION         

 

It has been slow fishing since Christmas. Although the weather has been very warm, the 

fish have gone into hiding. The kids’ fishing trip went to Coromandel for a day’s fishing on 

Coromandel Fishing Charters. 11 Kids, and 6 adults as support. Fish were very scarce, but 

the kids had a great day all the same. The biggest snapper caught by a girl was won by         

Casey- Lee Baker, boys’ was won by Russell Harrison. Congratulations to you both. All kids 

received a prize for their efforts, donated by Mike and Lorraine Flynn. Their whole day was 

paid for by the Fishing Section.  

By all reports, all those who attended the annual Surf Casting trip to Matata on Auckland 

Anniversary weekend had a fun and entertaining trip. 

There is a list of upcoming trips on the notice board, please take one. These trips seem to 

fill up very quick.  

Coming up is the annual Fishing Section get together on the 21st March at 4.30 - 5pm,      

Peter Watson’s place 134 Eden Ave. 

         Brian Blackwell with his nice snapper.              Peter Watson with a great Bass. 

Peter Watson 

President Fishing section 



         COMPUTER GROUP 
 
 
The RSA computer support group has started the year off with several new members who 
are keen to learn how to use their various devices.  We also have two staff from Kiwibank 
coming to speak to members on 17th March about the changes in the way some of us pay 
our bills, i.e. no more cheques!  Anyone who would like information on this subject,         
internet or telephone banking, or to attend the session, please contact me or just come 
along.   We hope to have many more speakers through the year, perhaps once every 4-6 
weeks.  For the other sessions, it will be one-to-one tutoring on whatever our members 
need to learn regarding their individual device and issues. 
  
Meryl Reardon 
021 161 3290 

R.S.A. INDOOR BOWLS 
  
Our AGM was held on the 30th January, with a reasonable amount of members attending. 
The following were elected to office for a further year. 
  
President:    Garry Maughan 
Secretary:    Raewyn Maughan 
  
The Committee made up of Syd Gumbley, Lance King, Bob Munn, Thelma Munn, Noeline 
Cotterell.  Syd and Lance were also appointed as coaches. 
  
The subscriptions remain the same as previous the year’s at $5.00 per player.  All         
members are to register their presence on the night by no later than 6.45pm 
  
Opening night will be Wednesday 25th March.   All R.S.A. financial members welcome. 
  
Garry 



RSA OUTDOOR BOWLS TOURNAMENT 

 

Beautiful weather on Waitangi Day and a full field of 24 players was the setting for the 

annual Outdoor Bowls Section tournament of the Te Awamutu RSA at Pirongia Bowling 

Club.  

The 3 games played with a progressive format, was spread out over the day with a lovely 

morning tea, barbeque lunch and drinks and nibbles at the end of the day. 

The games were made up with bowlers and non- bowlers, including the  Te Awamutu 

RSA President Lou Brown and his wife Els, and the aim of the day was to have fun. 

The winners for the day were Adrian Elliott who received The Te Awamutu Robert      

Godfree Memorial trophy for being the best Lead of the day with 55 points, and Mark 

Arrandale won the best Skip prize with 39 points. Marlene Lane received the N.Z.R.S.A 

trophy for most points as an RSA member on the day with 38. Best junior prize was 

awarded to Tute Alvin for an impressive point score of 48. 

A special thank you was also given to Lois Knight for her many years of organising this 

tournament and all the other support she gives members of the Te Awamutu RSA.  

All in all, a wonderful day was had by everyone, so keep next Waitangi Day free so you 

can have the opportunity to have a fun day with great people. 

 

Paula McFarlane 

Chairperson of the Outdoor Bowls Section Te Awamutu RSA 



             TRAVEL CLUB 

 
The Travel Club has a trip planned to Kiwifruit Country on March 21st, with lunch at the 
Te Puke Citizens RSA Club.  The cost of this trip is $25 per head for Travel Club members, 
but any RSA members are welcome.  Anyone interested can register your name and pay 
at Bar. 
We also have a fund raiser Housie day on April 4th at 2pm, this is being run by Chris 
Maughan and Shirley Moorhead, so come along and have a fun time with prizes as well 
as cash pay outs. 
 
Sheryl Nicholls 

 

 

RSA Member Discount at  

Ebbett Toyota Te Awamutu 

 

After showing their RSA membership card, current members will be entitled to the following discounts 

on their personal vehicles.  

Labour and parts discount – 10% Off 

WOF discount - $10 Off  

$20 Off your WOF if you combine your WOF with a service 

 

 

Yours sincerely,  

Jared Cooney 

Service and Parts Manager 



CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 
 
Our 2019 Children's Christmas Party took place on Saturday 30 November, and was well 
attended by kids, parents, caregivers and a good number of members! It seems that our 
reputation is growing and some folk are coming along to see what happens! 
 
As usual, games and fun were the order of the day, with just about every child getting    
either a Gold, Silver or Bronze medal or a coloured necklace for getting involved in the 
games. 
 
This year we had a "Tee-shirt Swap" game, which was a hoot and thoroughly enjoyed by 
all. Another alteration was our sing along of Christmas Carols. Last year the jukebox had 
carols with only American verses, so this time we had song sheets which went down a 
treat.  
 
Just before Santa arrived (he surprised us all be coming in through the door off the dance 
floor) we all got lined up as a choir and sang Silent Night. One young girl asked if she could 
say something into the mike, and announced in a faltering voice that this was the best 
thing that had ever for her!!  
Suffice to say, we will be working hard to continue the Kid's Christmas Party tradition next 
year. 
 
I would like to thank all those who selflessly gave of their time to make this a fabulous 
event on our calendar: Raewyn and Garry, Lou and Els, Ann, Mike and Jan, Dianne, Les and 
his team. If I have missed anyone out, please accept my apologies. 
 
Graham Smith 



      WINE CLUB 

 
 
Not much has been happening but will look at organizing a trip in the near future. 
 
Cheers, Valda  

                                               DARTS CLUB 
 
Our Tuesday night darts competition will be starting soon with Drawn Pairs played at 
the WWMC on the 3rd March. And Golden Oldies (50+) will be held at the RSA on the 
10th March. 
 
If there is anyone who is interested in playing in the Tuesday night Competition. 
Please get in touch with Valda. 
 
Cheers Valda  



8-BALL CLUB 
 
 
Are you interested in playing 8 ball?? 
We meet every Wednesday night from 7pm and Sundays from 1pm. 
All RSA members are welcome to come along for a game. 
 
The Pool Tables will be out of action from Monday 23rd March for approximately 1 week 
due to them being repainted and recovered. 
 
There is a return challenge match versus Matamata RSA on Sunday 20th March at the 
Matamata RSA. 
Please contact Leith or Tracy if interested – Limited spaces available 
 
We look forward to seeing you. 
You can contact Leith on 021 2768175 or Tracy on 021 1424351. 

                                         ENTERTAINMENT REVIEW 

 

        Wednesday February 12th      ‘SATIRE’ with JOY ADAMS 

This combination provided a “full house” with a truly great afternoon’s entertainment. 

Satire is a Scottish duo, a virtuoso accordionist and an equally accomplished guitarist. Joy 

Adams, who is one of our regulars, complemented Satire’s presentation with her own 

brand of songs designed to appeal to the ‘target audience’ at our RSA. 

Satire gave us a mixture of Scottish music.….some well-known songs, some new ones and 

several reels which the accordionist’s twinkling fingers kept us all tapping our feet in time. 

They finished, appropriately enough, with the Scottish National Anthem  



“Flower of Scotland”.  Joy’s sets consisted mainly of her country songs which soon had 

the audience singing along. Joy always presents such an enjoyable programme. 

The whole presentation was enthusiastically received and appreciated by the big            

audience. As someone said to me “That’s the sort of entertainment we need more of!”  

The sound level was just right and, dare I say it, we all went home with our hearing intact. 

Yes! Let’s have lots more of this type of entertainment. That's what the members want! 

 

Alistair Kerr 

                                          WARTIME MEMORIES 

 

                                    THE ‘HOME FRONT’ IN NEW ZEALAND 1939-1945 

(As a change from our Veteran’s memories, it occurred to me that, for most of our current 

members, those years are now very much history and that they may like to know a little 

about how it was here during the War.)                             

I was ten when the Second World War began and had just turned sixteen and a half when 

it ended, so that many of my formative years were spent with the shadow of war in the 

background. Of course, compared with the people of Britain and Europe and South East 

Asia, New Zealand was nowhere nearly so affected, but we could not escape the                    

consequences. 

Most clear in my mind for example were the daily Casualty Lists in the papers. This          

country, New Zealand, had the highest number (pro rata) of men in the forces, so those 

lists were proportionately very inclusive and there would be hundreds of families who 

each received the dreaded telegram “Regret to inform you…… . (Remember each name 

you hear read during the Ode Ritual on a Friday night.)  Our own family was lucky in that 

we had several men overseas, but all returned safely. 

The other ‘close to home’ effect was that for some families, the man of the house could 

be away for perhaps five years while the wife was left to raise the children. The “Call Up” 

started with the younger single men, but, as the war progressed, many older men were 

conscripted for Home Service to free the younger ones to go overseas.  



My father was a case in point. He volunteered in 1941, but was only called up in 1943 

when he was aged 40 with three children. Even so, I remember that he was posted to a 

unit in the Pacific Campaign and he had three “Final Leaves” before the move was          

cancelled. There were too many men who could not join up as they were in “Reserved          

Occupations” essential to the war effort.  

While New Zealand was never invaded, there were many incidents that brought the War 

closer. German surface raiders (fast, heavily-armed, disguised former merchant ships) 

caused some havoc. Mines laid by one these ships off the Northland coast sank the      

trans-Pacific liner Niagara and the minesweeper Puriri. Another German ship sank a 

coastal ship off the Chatham Islands and also the U.K. bound passenger liner Rangitane. 

Another fought a running battle with the cargo ship Turakina not far off the Taranaki 

coast. There were reports of torpedoes seen from the Inter-Island Ferry and also of a sub-

marine, as well as Japanese planes over Auckland. 

At home, we had the Home Guard to protect us. (Remember “Dad’s Army?”). Each area 

had its own unit. Many were World War One veterans, but most had to learn military 

things from the beginning. My father was made a sergeant and they paraded weekly and 

did exercises and rifle range practice during the weekends.  

What about my home and school life? Well, I had an early introduction when I was in Year 

5. My teacher asked me to look after two new kids who were Jewish refugees from the 

Nazi regime in Austria. I wonder where Michael and Elisabeth Glaser are now. 

All through those years most of my teachers were elderly, called out of retirement or 

hanging on to replace the younger ones in the services. That did me no harm, as most 

were all so experienced. In fact when I was at boarding school most of the teachers there 

had taught my father! One odd thing we did when I was in Year 8 was to go out as a class 

to gather stuff called ergot. It was like a black seed found in many grasses and was           

collected to use as a blood coagulant for war wounds.  We all felt that it was a useful thing 

to do as we trudged along the railway track picking the stuff! 

Rationing was a problem. Everyone had a Ration Book for things like meat, butter, sugar, 

etc. There was a weekly allowance and you took your books to the grocer or butcher who 

cut out the number of little stamps for that week. There always seemed to be enough 

food at home, but we soon learned not to waste the rationed items. 

Petrol was, of course, strictly rationed. It was common to see many cars carrying a sort of 

stove thing on the rear bumper with an inflated bag on the roof.  



The “stove” was a gas-producer, I suppose a forerunner of today’s LPG tanks! 

For some of my school years, I was lucky enough to live in Greymouth and in an area 

where there was plenty of scope for boys to play outside. Within running distance, on one 

side was area of bush-covered hills where we played ‘war games’ hunting each other 

through the bush. On the other side was the Cobden beach with its roaring surf. The 

beach had been strung with barbed wire, but we soon found ways through it. No doubt, 

so too would have an invasion force if it ever came! 

A large 6” gun had been sited on a hill above the town, I assume to protect the port of 

Greymouth from any enemy ships which may have turned up. One “test-firing” shattered 

so many windows that it was eventually dismantled! 

In 1942, New Zealand hosted many thousands of American troops (mostly U.S. Marine 

Corps) for training and leave. One of my mates had two Marines staying with them on rest 

and recreational leave. By then I was about fifteen, and, after all these years, I am still left 

with the impression that those two young men were only about four years older than me 

and yet had seen active service! 

For the final two years of the war, I was lucky enough to be able to go to boarding school. 

Waitaki Boys’ High School had a policy that those sons of serving Old Boys could get a 

very substantial discount on fees. That meant that for much of the time, I was rather 

‘insulated’ from the effects of the war. But we did have an active Cadet Force there and 

our training was probably a bit more “war-like’ than it would have been in peacetime.    

We spent a lot of time on the school rifle range and I became quite accurate at firing a 

Bren machine gun which could rip your target to pieces, much to my delight! Also, with 

the shortage of staff, we boarders had to spend quite a lot of our weekends maintaining 

the school’s beautiful grounds. 

School meant travelling from Greymouth to Oamaru each term. We went by diesel railcar 

on the Greymouth to Christchurch leg and on the Limited Express to Oamaru. In wartime 

it was hard to book a seat and, for some unknown reason the trains were always packed.     

However, the compensation was that six times a year I could enjoy and marvel at the 

scenery on what people now pay big money for- the TranzAlpine Train line. We had a four 

hour layover in Christchurch and it was interesting to see the station and the city streets 

busy with so many uniformed men, mostly U.S. Navy, from their ships berthed in        Lyt-

telton.  

 



So, these are a few memories of a youngster growing up with a World War in the         

background. For a time, though, that ‘background’ loomed ever closer until the Japanese 

were turned back in such battles at the Coral Sea and Guadalcanal. 

But there is no doubt that its long-term outcome throughout the country was so many 

grieving families and hundreds of wounded men in long recovery. That’s one of the      

reasons why I support the RSA because I have seen for myself what great work it has 

done for those who over the years that have followed. 

 

Alistair Kerr 

                                                                          MEMBER’S PROFILE 

 

813711, Corporal Ray Johnson 2NZEF (J-Force), 

British Commonwealth Occupation Force, Japan 1947- 1948 

NOTE: The British Commonwealth Occupation Force, consisting of troops from the U.K., 

Australia, India and New Zealand, was formed to assist the U.S. forces in the      post-

war occupation of Japan. Over several years, 1945-1948, several thousand New Zealand 

military personnel were stationed there as a part of the BCOF. Their duties  were two-

fold…to oversee demilitarisation of their area and to assist with                     demobilisa-

tion of Japanese forces. 

Ray Johnson was born in Te Awamutu in 1927 and grew up on a farm on Chamberlain 

Road, Hairini. After attending Te Awamutu College during the war, and always              

interested in things military, Ray joined the Air Training Corps. With labour very short 

on the farm, he was required to help on the family farm. Ray had hoped to join the Air 

Force, but in 1945, much to his disappointment the war ended before that could      

happen! However, another opportunity offered when volunteers for the BCOF (The NZ  

contingent was known as J-Force), were called for. By advancing his age by two years in 

April 1947 Ray enlisted in the Army and was posted to Papakura Military Camp for basic 

training.  

 



Ray’s ability earned him early recognition when he got his first stripe as a Lance-Corporal. 

His farming experience stood him in good stead as far a shooting was concerned, and he 

was used as a spare instructor at the range. During his final leave, Ray was given a send-off 

at the Hairini Hall. 

He sailed for Japan on Thursday, July 15th in the troopship “Dunera”. The accommodation 

on G Deck (the lowest one) was spartan, with the troops sleeping in hammocks, a new skill 

to be learned for most of them. After a stopover at Fiji, they headed north with a transit of 

the tropics being yet another novel experience. Ray remembers the nights watching the 

flying fish and admiring the sunsets. 

After a fifteen-day voyage, they arrived in Kure on the southern island of Honshu and were 

taken by train to their destination, Chofu Camp. This was an enormous camp, supplying all 

camp supplies to New Zealanders in Japan. Ray’s company was sent on to  Kogushi Camp, 

which he describes as a delightful place right on the coast and within  walking distance of 

the beach and the sea. Ray’s duties regularly took him back to Chofu and he was able to 

survey the countryside, which he remembers as being very neat and ‘manicured’ in        

appearance. 

One aspect of life in the occupation forces was that of being involved in the “Black        

Market”, something which was rife at that time in all countries affected by the war. For   

instance, as soap was very scarce the troops soon found a ready market for it in exchange 

for Yen for their own spending money. Another ‘commodity’ which was easily bartered 

was “Nugget” shoe polish and many of the men asked for that in their parcels from home.  

Ray has fond memories of his days at Kogushi. One which stands out was when the         

Emperor Hirohito visited a local TB hospital. Ray was put in charge of the Guard of Honour 

at the train station. When the Emperor and Empress stepped of the train he called to the 

Guard to “Present Arms!” As the Emperor walked through the Guard, Ray gave a smart  

salute and Hirohito turned and bowed quite low to him. (Not many living people can say 

they have been so honoured!) 

Ray also was able to spend a day at the War Trials Tribunal in Tokyo. He was able to watch 

a part of the trial of Hideki Tojo, who was, probably the one man guiltiest of approving the 

attack on Pearl Harbour and the atrocities committed by Japanese forces during the war. 

(So, in fact he achieved a ‘double’ in that he personally saw the two most influential       

Japanese war leaders!) 

 



Other memories of his time in Japan include a visit to a leave hostel at Nikko north of      

Tokyo where he enjoyed aspects of Japanese life such as a Japanese-style hot bath and 

their delicious food. Ray has clear memories of the many beauties of that visit. Another 

highlight was sight-seeing in Tokyo, interacting with troops from the other occupying  

countries. A visit to Hiroshima has left an indelible memory for Ray. He saw how the city 

was totally shattered by the bomb. Rail tracks were bent, twisted and power poles burnt at 

the top with no cross bars. He saw burnt and mangled people with limbs rigid and stiff af-

ter their radiation burns had healed, with sickening open wounds. However, on a return 

visit in 2001, he saw a revitalised city with almost no trace, apart from memorials. Ray was 

also able to spend some time in Kyoto which has so many beautiful buildings and examples 

of traditional artwork. 

Like so many visitors to Japan, Ray’s impressions were mixed. While he could not forget the 

terrible things done by her armed forces during the war, he also realises that for the huge 

part of the population, the  Japanese are a hospitable and caring people who live in a tight 

social ambience with due regard for the welfare of others. Quite a contrast!  

Then, almost suddenly it seems they were recalled to go home.  Their ship was the          

S.S. Westralia, bigger than the Dunera and they were allocated cabins with bunks rather 

than hammocks. Ray recalls that it was a pleasant trip home with a route along the Great      

Barrier Reef, arriving in Auckland on August 8th, 1948. But they were due for something of 

a let-down. There was no sign of a “Welcome Home Boys”.  Just an attitude of indifference. 

And to make matters worse, he was told that they didn’t qualify as returned members of 

the RSA! It wasn’t until 1987 that the RSA, after much pressure, finally came around to  

recognising their service. A suitable medal was struck, the J-Force Medal, so Ray now 

wears that one, the BCOF Medal, the NZ Army Force Medal and the Overseas Service  

Medal. 

In fact, it seemed to Ray that people in New Zealand and, especially around Te Awamutu 

were just not interested in his exotic experiences! However, he settled down, married 

Betty, his childhood sweetheart and got on with his life on the family farm. Ray is now     

retired and living in The Awamutu. 
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